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Department of City and Regional Planning                                              CP200 – Fall 2007 

University of California, Berkeley              Michael Teitz/James Buckley/Greg Newmark 

 

CP 200: HISTORY OF CITY PLANNING 

(Tu/Th 11-12:30, 108 Wurster; Discussion Sections: TBA) 

 

Introduction 

This course covers the evolution of the ideals, profession, and practice of city planning 

from the 19
th

 to the 21
st
 Century. It explores the changing relationships between city and 

regional planning and broader historical trends in the light of changing ideas about who 

cities are for; about urban problem-solving; about how urban settlements should be 

organized and re-organized; about the relationships between the built and natural 

environments; and about the effects of urban form and organization on society. The focus is 

substantially but not entirely upon the American experience.  

Requirements    

1. Attendance and participation in discussion:  10% 

2. Mid-term exam: 15% 

3.  Research Paper: History of a Planning Idea, Program, or Movement: 50% 

4. Final exam: 25%  

Readings    

1.  Peter Hall. Cities of Tomorrow: An Intellectual History of Urban Planning and Design 
in the Twentieth Century.  (3

rd
 edition) New York: Basil Blackwell, 2002. 

2. Dolores Hayden.   Building Suburbia: Greenfields and Urban Growth, 1820-2000.   

New York: Vintage, 2004. 

3. Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, eds. 2003.  The City Reader (3
rd

 or 4
th

 ed.). 

New York: Routledge.  

4. Reader of selected articles and book chapters. 
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CP200 Fall 2007 Topic Schedule 
 

* denotes Colloquium session 

 

A. Planning and the Industrial City 

 

1 – Introduction: Changing concepts of planning; Milestones in planning history (8/28) 

2 – Pre-Modern Planning: Pre-industrial cities (8/30) 

 

3 – Growth of the Industrial City (9/4) 

4 – *The Enlightenment and the Origins of Modern Planning Response (9/6) 

 

5 – Urban Infrastructure I: Public health, sewer, and water (9/11) 

6 – Urban Infrastructure II: Transportation and the Expanding City (9/13) 

 

 

B. Planning Ideas through the Early 20thC 

 

7 – Ebenezer Howard and the Garden City 9/18  [**PAPER PROPOSAL DUE**] 

8 – *Tenement Reform, Settlement Houses, and the Rise of Progressivism 9/20 

 

9 – Daniel Burnham & the City Beautiful 9/25 

10 – Colonial Planning & Local Response 9/27 

 

 

C. Development of a Profession 

 

11    Zoning and The Planning Profession 10/2 

12    *Social Science and Urban Planning: Building a Knowledge Base 10/4 

 

13 – Radburn, the Greens, and New Community Visions 10/9 

14 – Regional Cities: Patrick Geddes, RPAA, and RPNY 10/11 

 

15 – New Deal experiments in housing and national planning 10/16 

16 – MIDTERM EXAM 10/18 

 

 

D. Postwar Planning in the Urban Core and Periphery 

 

17 – Postwar Growth and Planning I: Levittown and the Highway 10/23  

18 – Comprehensive planning & Growth management 10/25 [**PAPER OUTLINE**] 

 

19 – Postwar Growth and Planning II: Inner Cities 10/30  

20 – *Public Housing and the Modern City 11/1  

 

21 – Postwar Growth and Planning III: Urban Renewal 11/6 

22 – Community Development after Urban Renewal 11/8 

 

23 – Alternative Cities 11/13 

24 – *City Planning in the Global Economy 11/15 
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E. The Environmental City 

 

25 – Green Roots 11/20 

26 – Thanksgiving Holiday—No class 11/22 

 

27 – Environmental Regulation 11/27 [**FINAL PAPERS** DUE] 

28 – *Building to Sustainability 11/29 

 

29 – The Uses of History in Planning (Trad vs. Mod; The “New” Urbanism) 12/4 
30 – The Future History of Planning 12/6
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Department of City and Regional Planning                                              CP200 – Fall 2007 

University of California, Berkeley              Michael Teitz/James Buckley/ Greg Newmark 

 

Course Readings 

*in Course Reader 

 

WEEK 1 
 

1.1 Introduction: Changing concepts of planning; Milestones in planning history (8/28) 

Peter Hall. 1988. Cities of Tomorrow: An Intellectual History of Urban Planning and Design in 

the Twentieth Century. Oxford: Blackwell. [Chapter 1: Cities of Imagination.] 1-12 

*Mary Corbin Sies and Christopher Silver. 1996. The History of Planning History, in Sies and 

Silver, eds. 1996. Planning the 20th Century City. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Univ. Press.  1-34 

*Gail Dubrow and Mary Corbin Sies. 2002. Letting Our Guard Down: Race, Class, Gender, 

and Sexuality in Planning History. Journal of Planning History, 1:3 (August 2002). 203-214 

 

1.2 Pre-Modern Planning: Pre-industrial cities (8/30)  

 

V. Gordon Childe.    “The Urban Revolution” in Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, eds. 

2003.  In Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, eds. 2003.  The City Reader (3
rd

 ed.). New 

York: Routledge. 35-42 

 

H.D.F. Kitto.  “The Polis” in Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, eds. 2003.  The City 

Reader (3
rd

 ed.). New York: Routledge. 43-48 

 

Camillo Sitte. In Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, eds. 2003.  The City Reader (3
rd

 ed.). 

New York: Routledge. 413-423 

 

*Lewis Mumford. 1961. The City in History. New York: Harcourt, Brace and World [Chapter 

2: “The Crystallization of the City.”] 29-54   

 

 

WEEK 2 
 

2.1 Growth of the Industrial City (9/4) 

Peter Hall. 2002. Cities of Tomorrow. Oxford: Blackwell. 3
rd

 edn. [Chapter 2: The City of 

Dreadful Night.] 13-47 

Friedrich Engels. 1845. "The Great Towns" (excerpts), from The Condition of the Working 

Classes in England in 1844 in Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, eds. 2003.  The City 

Reader (3
rd

 ed.). New York: Routledge. 58-66 

 

*Elizabeth Wilson. 1991. The Sphinx in the City. Berkeley: The University of California Press.  

[Chap 3: Cesspool City: London] 26-46 
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*James M. Buckley. 1997. “A Factory without a Roof: The Company Town in the Redwood 

Lumber Industry” in Annmarie Adams and Sally Mc Murray, eds. Exploring Everyday 

Landscapes: Perspectives in Vernacular Architecture, VII. Knoxville: University of Tennessee 

Press. 75-92  

 

 
2.2 The Enlightenment and the Origins of Modern Planning Response (9/6) 

 

*Michael B. Teitz. 1985. Rationality in planning and the search for community.  In M. Breheny 

and A. Hooper, eds. 1985.Rationality in Planning: Critical Essays on the Role of Rationality in 

Urban and Regional Planning. London: Pion. 137-144 

 

*Carl E. Schorske. 1998.  The Idea of the City in European Thought: Voltaire to Spengler.  In 

Thinking with History. Princeton: Princeton University Press.  37-55  

 

WEEK 3 

 

3.1 Urban Infrastructure: Public health, sewer, and water (9/13) 

Frederick Law Olmsted. 1870. Public Parks and the Enlargement of Towns reprinted from 

American Social Science Association. In Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, eds. The City 

Reader (2
nd

 ed.). New York: Routledge. 2000. 46-55 

*Jon Peterson. 1983. The Impact of Sanitary Reform upon American Urban Planning, 1840-

1890. In Donald A. Krueckeberg, ed. 1983. Introduction to Planning History in the United 

States. New Brunswick, NJ: Center for Urban Policy Research, Rutgers University. 13-39 

 

*Martin V. Melosi. 2000. The Third Pillar of Sanitary Services: The Rise of Public Refuse 

Management, 1880-1920. In The Sanitary City: Urban Infrastructure in America from Colonial 

Times to the Present. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins, 2000. 175-204 

 

3.2 Urban Infrastructure: Transportation and the Expanding City (9/13) 

 

D. Hayden. 2004. Building Suburbia: Green Fields and Urban Growth, 1820-2000. New York: 

Vintage. [Chapters 3-5] 21-96 

 

*Clifton Hood. 1997. Subways, Transit Politics, and Metropolitan Spatial Expansion.  In David 

Ward and Oliver Zunz, eds. The Landscape of Modernity: New York City, 1900-1940.  

Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. 191-209 

 

*Sam Bass Warner. 1978.  Streetcar Suburbs: The Process of Growth in Boston, 1870-1900. 

Cambridge, MA: Harvard, 1978 (2
nd

 ed.). [Ch. 1 A City Divided] 1-34 

 

 

WEEK 4 

 

4.1 Ebenezer Howard and the Garden City (9/18) 

Peter Hall. 2002. Cities of Tomorrow. [Chapter 3: The City of By-Pass Variegated.] 48-86 

 

Peter Hall. 2002.  Cities of Tomorrow. [Chapter 4: The City in the Garden.] 87-141 
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Ebenezer Howard. 1898. Author’s Introduction and The Town-Country Magnet. pp. 345-53, 

reprinted from Garden Cities of To-morrow. In Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, eds. 

2003.  The City Reader (3
rd

 ed.). New York: Routledge.  

 
4.2 Tenement Reform, Settlement Houses, and the Rise of Progressivism (9/21) 

*Roy Lubove. 1962. The Progressives and the Slums: Tenement House Reform in New York 

City, 1890-1917. Westport, CN: Greenwood Press. [Chapters 5] 117-149 

*Susan Wirka. 1996. The City Social Movement: Progressive Women Reformers and Early 

Social Planning, in Sies and Silver, op.cit. 55-75 

*Kenneth Jackson. 1985. Crabgrass Frontier. New York: Oxford University Press. [Ch. 8 

Suburbs into Neighborhoods: The Rise and Fall of Municipal Annexation] 138-156  
 

WEEK 5 

 
5.1 Daniel Burnham and the City Beautiful (9/25) 

 

Peter Hall. 2002. Cities of Tomorrow. [Chapter 6: The City of Monuments] 188-217 

 

*Alison Isenberg. 2004. “City Beautiful or Beautiful Mess? The Gendered Origins of a Civic 

Ideal” in Downtown America: A History of the Place and the People Who Made It (Chicago: 

Univ. of Chicago) 13-41 

 

 

5.2 Colonial Planning & Local Response (9/27) 

 

Janet Abu-Lugod, “The Islamic City” In Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, eds. 2003.  

The City Reader (3
rd

 ed.). New York: Routledge. 

*Zeynip Celik. 1992. LeCorbusier, Orientalism, Colonialism. In Jane Rendell, et.al. eds. 2000. 

Gender Space Architecture: An Interdisciplinary Introduction.  London: Routledge. 322-331 

*Jyoti Hosagrahar. 2005  Indigenous Modernities:Negotiating Architecture and Urbanism. 

London: Routledge. [Ch. 4 Sanitizing Neighborhoods] 83-113 

 

WEEK 6 
 

6.1 Zoning and the Science of Planning (10/2) 

*Marc Weiss. 1987. The Rise of the Community Builders: The American Real Estate Industry 

and Urban Land Planning. New York: Columbia University Press.  Chapter 4, The Los 

Angeles Realty Board and Zoning: 79-106. 

*Keith D. Revell. 1992. Regulating the Landscape: Real Estate Values, City Planning, and the 

1916 Zoning Ordinance. In David Ward and Oliver Zunz, eds., The Landscape of Modernity. 

New York: The Russell Sage Foundation. 19-45 

*Christopher Silver. 1997. The Racial Origins of Zoning in American Cities. In June Manning 

Thomas and Marsha Ritzdorf, eds., Urban Planning and the African American Community. 

Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 23-42 

*Jeffrey Brown. 2006. From Traffic Regulation to Limited Ways: The Effort to Build a Science 

of Transportation Planning, Journal of Planning History, 5:1 (February 2006) 3-34. 
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6.2 Social Science and The Planning Profession: Building a Knowledge Base* (10/4) 

 

Ernest W. Burgess. 1925. “The Growth of the City: An Introduction to a Research Project,” 

reprinted from Robert Park, et. al., The City. In Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, eds. 

2003.  The City Reader (3
rd

 ed.). New York: Routledge.  

 
Louis Wirth. 1938. “Urbanism as a Way of Life,” originally published in American Journal of 

Sociology.  In Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, eds. 2003.  The City Reader (3
rd

 ed.). 

New York: Routledge. 97-104 

W.E.B. Dubois. 1899. “The Philadelphia Negro” In Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, 

eds. 2003.  The City Reader (3
rd

 ed.). New York: Routledge. 

*Alice O’Connor.  2001.  Poverty Knowledge: Social Science, Social Policy, and the Poor in 20
th

 

Century U.S. History.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. [Chapter 1: Origins.] 25-54 

*Joseph Heathcott. 2005. “The Whole City is Our Laboratory”: Harland Bartholomew and the 

Production of Urban Knowledge. Journal of Planning History 4:4 (November 2005). 322-355 

 

 

WEEK 7 
 

7.1 Radburn, the Greens, and New Community Visions (10/9) 

Frank Lloyd Wright. 1935. Broadacre City: A New Community Plan. Reprinted from 

Architectural Record, In Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, eds. 2003.  The City Reader 

(3
rd

 ed.). New York: Routledge. 325-330 

*Clarence Perry. 1929. The Neighborhood Unit. The Regional Survey of New York and Its 

Environs. New York: Russell Sage Foundation. 

*Eugenie Ladner Birch. 1983. Radburn and the American Planning Movement: The Persistence 

of an Idea. In Donald Krueckeberg, ed., Introduction to Planning History in the United States. 

New Brunswick: CUPR Press. 122-151. 

 

7.2 Regional Cities: Patrick Geddes, RPAA, RPNY (10/11) 

 

Peter Hall. 2002. Cities of Tomorrow. [Chapter 5: The City in the Region.] 142-187 

Patrick Geddes. 1915. City Survey for Town Planning Purposes, of Municipalities and 

Government, reprinted from Cities in Evolution (1915). In Richard T. LeGates and Frederic 

Stout, eds. 2003.  The City Reader (3
rd

 ed.). New York: Routledge.  

*Robert Fishman. 1992. The Regional Plan and the Transformation of the Industrial 

Metropolis. In David Ward and Oliver Zunz, eds., The Landscape of Modernity. New York: 

The Russell Sage Foundation. 106-128 

*John Friedmann and Clyde Weaver. 1979. Territory and Function: The Evolution of Regional 

Planning. London: Edward Arnold. [Chapter 2: The Search for Regional Balance in America.] 

21-45 
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WEEK 8 

 

8.1 New Deal experiments in public housing and national planning (10/16) 

*Alexander von Hoffman. The End of the Dream: The Political Struggles of America’s Public 

Housers. Journal of Planning History 4:3 (August 2005). 222-253 

 

*John Friedmann and Clyde Weaver. 1979. Territory and Function: The Evolution of Regional 

Planning. London: Edward Arnold. [Chapter 3 Metropolis and Region] 47-83 

 

 

8.2 Midterm Exam (10/18) 

 
WEEK 9 

 

9.1 Postwar Urban Growth and Planning I: Levittown and Highway Living (10/23) 

 

Peter Hall. 2002 Cities of Tomorrow [Chapter 9: City on the Highway] 294-351 

D. Hayden. 2004. Building Suburbia: Green Fields and Urban Growth, 1820-2000. New York: 

Vintage. [Chapters 7-9] 128-200 

*Greg Hise. 1996. Homebuilding and Industrial Decentralization in Los Angeles: The Roots of 

the Post-World War II Urban Region. In Sies and Silver, op. cit. 240-261 

*Liz Cohen. 2003. “Is There an Urban History of Consumption?” Journal of Urban History 

29:2 (January 03). 87-106. 

 

9.2 Comprehensive Planning & Growth management (10/25)  [JB: SACRPH: Oct 18-21] 

 

Peter Hall. 2002 Cities of Tomorrow [Chapter 10:  City of Theory] 352-377 

Edward Kaiser and David R. Godschalk. 1995. Twentieth Century Land Use Planning: A 

Stalwart Family Tree, reprinted from Journal of the American Planning Association. In Richard 

T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, eds. 2003.  The City Reader (3
rd

 ed.). New York: Routledge. 

354-374 

 
WEEK 10 

 

10.1 Postwar Urban Growth and Planning II: Inner City Decline (10/30) 

 

Peter Hall. 2002 Cities of Tomorrow [Chapter 13: Permanent Underclass] 404-426 

*Alice O’Connor.  2001.  Poverty Knowledge: Social Science, Social Policy, and the Poor in 

20
th

 Century U.S. History.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.  [Chapter 3: From the 

Deep South to the Dark Ghetto.] 74-98 

*St. Clair Drake and Horace Cayton. 1945 [1993].  “The Black Ghetto” in Black Metropolis: A 

Study of Negro Life in a Northern City. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago. 174-213 

 

10.2 Public Housing and the Modern City* (11/1) 

Peter Hall. 1988. Cities of Tomorrow. [Chapter 7: The City of Towers] 



 9 

Le Corbusier (Charles-Edouard Jeanneret). 1929. A Contemporary City reprinted from The City 

of Tomorrow and Its Planning. In Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, eds. 2003.  The City 

Reader (3
rd

 ed.). New York: Routledge. 317-324 

*Katherine G. Bristol. 1991.  The Pruitt-Igoe Myth.   Journal of Architectural Education 44:3. 

163-171 

*Catherine Bauer Wurster. 1957. The Dreary Deadlock of Public Housing, Architectural 

Forum 106, no. 5 (May 1957). Reprinted in William L.C. Wheaton, Grace Milgram, and Margy 

Ellin Meyerson, eds. 1966. Urban Housing. New York: The Free Press. 245-251 

 
 

WEEK 11 

 

11.1 Postwar Urban Growth and Planning III: Urban Renewal (11/6) 

Kevin Lynch. “The City Image and Its Elements” In Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, 

eds. 2003.  The City Reader (3
rd

 ed.). New York: Routledge.  

*Marc Weiss. 1980. The Origins and Legacy of Urban Renewal. In Pierre Clavel, John 

Forrester and William Goldsmith, eds. Urban and Regional Planning in an Age of Austerity. 

New York: Pergamon Press. 53-79 

*Hilary Ballon. 2006. Robert Moses and Urban Renewal: The Title I Program.  In Hilary 

Ballon and Kenneth T. Jackson, eds. Robert Moses and the Modern City: The Transformation 

of New York.  New York: W.W. Norton.  94-113 

*Robert A. Caro. 1974. The Power Broker: Robert Moses and the Fall of New York.  New 

York: Alfred A. Knopf.  [Ch. 41 Rumors and Report of Rumors] 961-983 

 

11.2 Community Development after Urban Renewal (11/8) 

 

Peter Hall. Cities of Tomorrow. [Chapter 11: City of Enterprise] 

Oscar Lewis. 1966. The Culture of Poverty,  Scientific American 215, no. 4. In Richard T. 

LeGates and Frederic Stout, eds. 2003.  The City Reader (3
rd

 ed.). New York: Routledge.  

Paul Davidoff. 1965. Advocacy and Pluralism in Planning, Journal of the American Institute of 

Planners 31, no. 4: 331-8. In Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, eds. 2003.  The City 

Reader (3
rd

 ed.). New York: Routledge. 

*Jane Jacobs. 1961. The Death and Life of Great American Cities, from The Death and Life of 

Great American Cities. Reprinted in Readings in Planning Theory (2
nd

 edition), Scott Campbell 

and Susan Fainstein, eds. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing. 61-73 

*Robert Halpern. 1995. Rebuilding the Inner City. New York: Columbia University Press. 83-

126 

*Saul Alinsky. 1971. “The Education of an Organizer” in Rules for Radicals: A Practical 

Primer for Realistic Radicals.  New York: Vintage Books. 63-80 
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WEEK 12 

 

12.1 Alternative Planning Visions (11/13) 

 

*David R. Diaz.  2005. The History of Confrontational Urban Politics: A Reliance on Social 

Movements in Barrio Urbanism: Chicanos, Planning, and American Cities.  New York: 

Routledge. 191-210 

 

*Henri Levebvre. 1996 Writings on Cities. Oxford: Blackwell.  [Ch. 14 The Right to the City 

(1969).] 147-159 

 

*Situationists International. “Manifesto” 

 

*Robert Venturi. 1966. Complexity and Contradiction in Architecture. New York: The 

Museum of Modern Art Press. 16-19 

 

 

12.2 City Planning in a Global World* (11/15)  

 

Peter Hall. 2002 Cities of Tomorrow. [Ch. 8: The City of Sweat Equity.] 262-293 

 

*Anthony D. King. 2004.  Spaces of Global Culture. New York: Routledge. [Chapter 2: 

Interrogating Global Cultures, 23-44; Chapter 5: Writing Transnational Planning Histories, 82-

94] 

 

*Michael Leaf. 2005. "Modernity Confronts Tradition: The Professional Planner and Local 

Corporatism in the Rebuilding of China's Cities" in Bishwapriya Sanyal, ed. Comparative 

Planning Cultures.  New York: Routledge. 91-111 

 

*Janice Perlman. 1976. The Myth of Marginality: Urban Poverty and Politics in Rio de 

Janeiro.  Berkeley: University of California. [Ch. 7 Favela Removal: The Eradication of a Life 

Style.] 195-240 

 

 

WEEK 13 

 

13.1 Green Roots (11/20) 

Ian McHarg. 1969. Nature in the Metropolis. Design with Nature. Garden City, NY: 

Doubleday. In Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, eds. 2003.  The City Reader (3
rd

 ed.). 

New York: Routledge. 131-141 

*David Lowenthal. 2001. Environmental History. History Today. (April) 36-42  

*Aldo Leopold. 1949. Sand County Almanac. New York: Oxford University Press (reprinted 

1966). 217-241. "The Land Ethic" and "Conservationist Aesthetic" 

*Giovanna de Chiro. Nature as Community: The Convergence of Environment and 

Social Justice, in William Cronon, ed.  Common Ground: Rethinking the Human Place 

in Nature. New York: Norton.  298-320 
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13.2 Thanksgiving Holiday—No class (11/22) 

 

WEEK 14 

 
14.1 Environmental Regulation (11/27)   

*Frank Popper. 1988. Understanding American Land Use Planning Since 1970: A Revisionist 

Interpretation. Journal of the American Planning Association. 54(1): 291-301 

*Adam Rome. 2001.  “Toward a Land Ethic: The Quiet Revolution in Land-Use Regulation” in 

The Bulldozer in the Countryside: Suburban Sprawl and the Rise of American 

Environmentalism. New York: Cambridge University Press. 221-253 

*Richard Walker. 2007.  “Encounters with the Arch-Modern: Regional Planning and Growth 

Control” in The Country in the City: The Greening of the San Francisco Bay Area. Seattle: 

University of Washington Press. 230-257 

 

14.2 Building to Sustainability* (11/29 

 

*Donald Worster. 1993.  The Shaky Ground of Sustainable Development in The Wealth of 

Nature: Environmental History and The Ecological Imagination. New York: Oxford Univ. 

142-155 

 

*Laura Lawson. 2004.  The Planner in the Garden: A Historical View into the Relationship 

between Planning and Community Gardens. Journal of Planning History. 3:2: 151-176. 

 

*Anthony Downs. 2001. “What Does ‘Smart Growth’ Really Mean?”  Planning, April 2001, 

20-25 

 

WEEK 15 

 

15.1 The Uses of History in Planning (12/4) 

D. Hayden. 2004. Building Suburbia: Green Fields and Urban Growth, 1820-2000. New York: 

Vintage. [Chapters 10 and 11]. 201-248. 

*Robert Bruegmann. 2005. Sprawl: A Compact History.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  

[Ch. 13 Anti-sprawl Remedies since the 1970s.] 199-219 

*Daniel Abramson, 2001.  “Beijing’s Preservation Policy and the Fate of the Siheyuan,” TDSR, 

XIII, 1, 7-23 

 

15.2 The Future of Planning (12/6) 

Melvin M. Webber. 1968. The Post-City Age in Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, eds. 

2003.  The City Reader (3
rd

 ed.). New York: Routledge. 535-539 
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CP200: History of City Planning   

Fall 2007 

Assignment One and Only -- Due Tuesday, Nov. 27, 2007 

We ask that you write a 20-25 page paper tracing the intellectual and practical history of a 

modern (20
th

 century) planning object, idea, movement, program, or local planning 

process. If you want to focus on an earlier era, please consult Michael Teitz, Jim 

Buckley, or Greg Newmark. Here are some possible topic choices, though finding your 

own interest is really the best.  Check with us if you are unsure. 

 

• The legacy of the White City 

• The City Beautiful Movement 

• The rise and controversy over zoning 

• Exclusionary zoning 

• The Chicago School and the birth of community development 

• Public Housing 

• FHA and other homeownership programs 

• Urban renewal and its aftermath 

• The Clean Air/Clean Water Acts 

• The National Environmental Policy Act 

• Model Cities and/or Empowerment Zone planning 

• Public Housing and/or Hope VI 

• Neo-traditional town planning/The New Urbanism 

• The Interstate Highway Act 

• ISTEA/TEA-21 

• Levittown 

• Planning for master-planned communities 

• Planning for the Olympics/worlds fairs 

• Growth control/Growth management 

• Urban growth boundaries 

• RPAA or RPNY&E 

• Regional/metropolitan planning 

• Advocacy planning/equity planning 

• Downtown redevelopment strategies 

• Sustainability planning 

• Company towns 

• TVA 

Regardless of your topic, your paper should touch on the following issues: 

• Precursors: Where did this idea or movement come from? 

• Political, social, or economic generating forces: Why did this form or style of planning 

develop or evolve? 

• Intellectual basis: Which intellectual positions or arguments regarding the nature of 

humankind in the physical, social, or natural environment, lie at the heart of this area? 
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• Key policy or programmatic approaches: How was your chosen type of planning to be 

implemented?  

• Notable places, dates, people, and writings. 

• Evolution: How has the purpose, role, mode, or style of this type of planning changed 

since World War II, and why? 

• Successes, failures, conflicts: How well did things work out, and why? 

• Lessons: What can we today learn from this experience or movement?  

You may organize your paper chronologically or thematically, taking a local, national, or 

even international viewpoint. At a minimum, your paper should have an introduction 

section introducing your main theme; a body or argument section, and a summary and 

conclusions section. Please use section headings, and include all citations at the end of your 

paper. Good luck! 
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