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SS5800: DOCUMENTATION OF HISTORIC STRUCTURES

Fall 2006
Prof. Kim Hoagland Class meets:
AOB 221 Tues. & Thurs. 10-12
487-2110
e-mail: hoagland@mtu.edu office hours: MW 11-12

This course concerns the principles and practice of survey and documentation of historic structures.
Survey is the process of identifying the salient features of a specific collection of buildings and
through that to make sense of the collection. Documentation, which is focused on a single,
representative or particularly significant building, includes measured drawings, photographs, and
written reports. Both survey and documentation require significant time spent in the field, as well
as in-depth research among primary sources.

You will be responsible for essentially two products: documentation of a single building, which you
will produce alone (except for help in measuring), and a survey of a neighborhood, to National
Register standards, which you will undertake as a team.

More specifically, the documentation package will include:

— measured drawings of floor plans produced in AutoCAD LT. Each student is
responsible for two floor plans that indicate periods of construction. Please hand in
both a hard copy (drawings printed on paper) and a digital copy;

— field measurements and field photographs;

— documentary photographic prints, limited to six, captioned;

— awritten report in HABS format, including both history and description;

— acomplete National Register nomination form, with description and significance
statements.

The survey package will include:
— aform for every building in the survey area, entered into a database and printed in hard copy
as well;
— adigital photograph of every building in the survey area;
— amap that shows the survey area.

In addition, we will start with a practice building, for which you will be responsible for one
(simple) drawing.

The buildings and neighborhood we are documenting will provide a mixture of company
and private housing. To help you understand the context for these houses, the readings will
explore topics such as Copper Country history, company housing, and working-class
housing, as well as the basic how-tos of documentation and survey.



We have five texts for this course:

John A. Burns, ed., Recording Historic Structures (Washington: AIA Press, 1989).

Margaret Crawford, Building the Workingman’s Paradise: The Design of American Company
Towns (London: Verso, 1999).

Thomas Carter and Elizabeth Cromley, Invitation to Vernacular Architecture (Knoxville:
University of Tennessee Press, 2005).

Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
1984).

Larry Lankton, Cradle to Grave: Life, Work, and Death at the Lake Superior Copper Mines (New
York: Oxford, 1991).

I will have the Burns book available for $15; the others are for sale in the bookstore. You
will also be asked to read a number of other publications and articles, which I will make
available to you.

The grades will be weighted as follows:
10% drawing of first building

40% documentation project

20%  survey project

30% participation in class and field



Date | Topic Reading Projects Due
Tu Introduction * Thomas Carter and Elizabeth Cromley, Invitation
9/5 to Vernacular Architecture (Knoxville: Univ. of
Tennessee Press, 2005), Intro and ch. 1
PART I: DOCUMENTATION
Th Buildings as * John A. Burns, ed., Recording Historic Structures
9/7 Evidence | (Washington: AlA, 1989), ch. 5.
e Edward A. Chappell, “Architectural Recording
and the Open-Air Museum: A View from the
Field,” Perspectives in Vernacular Architecture,
11, ed. Camille Wells (Columbia: Univ. of
Missouri, 1986), 24-36.
e Edward A. Chappell, “Looking at Buildings”
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, n.d.).
Sat Fieldwork |
9/9 (measuring 1st
bldg.)
Tu Buildings as *  Gabrielle M. Lanier and Bernard L. Herman,
9/12 Evidence Il Everyday Architecture of the Mid-Atlantic:
Looking at Buildings and Landscapes (Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins, 1997),4-7
e Carter and Cromley, ch. 2 and 3
e Travis C. McDonald, Jr., Understanding Old
Buildings: The Process of Architectural
Investigation (NPS, Preservation Brief 35, n.d.)
(also online at
www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief35.htm
* HAER guidelines, “Evaluating Sites” (1994)
Th No class
9/14
Tu Historical * Burns, ch.3
9/19 | Research; visit to * NRHP, Researching a Historic Property
Archives 11am *  Erik Nordberg, “Sources for Researching Property
Histories” (1996)
Th Drawings Drawing of
9/21 first building
Sat. Fieldwork 11
9/23 | (examining 2nd
bldg)
Tu Photography * Burns,ch. 4
9/26 e David L. Ames, A Primer on Architectural
Photography and the Photo Documentation of
Historic Structures (Center for Historic
Architecture and Design, University of Delaware,
n.d.)
* NRHP, How to Improve the Quality of Photos...
(available from website:
www.cr.nps.gov/nr/publications)
Th Quincy Fire “Fourth Thursday in History: Documenting Houses on




9/28 | Hall, 7pm Quincy Hill”
PART Il: SURVEY
Tu Survey * NRHP, Guidelines for Local Surveys
10/3 | Methodology * NRHP, How to Complete the National Register
Form
* NRHP, Historic Residential Suburbs, 1-13, 73-134
Th Fieldwork 11 * NRHP, Historic Residential Suburbs, 15-71
10/5 | (reconnaissance e Arnold R. Alanen, “Considering the Ordinary:
survey) Vernacular Landscapes in Small Towns and Rural
Areas,” Preserving Cultural Landscapes in
America, ed. Arnold R. Alanen and Robert Z.
Melnick (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 2000), 112-142.
Tu Intensive survey *  Carter and Cromley, ch. 4 and 5 Drawings of 2™
10/10 | Dev. of survey e Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to building
forms American Houses (NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 1984), 1-
61.
*  Michigan SHPO, “Ruskin” manual (skim)
Th Historic Districts ¢ NRHP, How to Apply the National Register
10/12 | and integrity Criteria for Evaluation
issues * NRHP, Defining Boundaries for National Register
Properties (from website)
e Jane Busch, “National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form: Laurium Historic District,”
2004. (also online at
www.lauriummanorinn.com/laurium/laurium-
national-register-historic-places.pdf)
¢ Alison K. Hoagland, “Industrial Housing and
Vinyl Siding: Historic Significance Flexibly
Applied,” Preservation of What, for Whom: A
Critical Look at Historical Significance (National
Council for Preservation Education, 1998), 117-
124.
Tu Architectural ¢ Book to be assigned from list
10/17 | style *  MocAlester, skim rest of book
Th No class
10/19
Tu No class
10/24
Th Determining Survey forms
10/26 | integrity in database
Tu Other kinds of *  NRHP, Guidelines for Identifying, Evaluating, and | Plan for survey
10/31 | surveys Registering Historic Mining Properties
Th Wrapping up Complete
11/2 | surveys survey forms

PART I11: CONTEXT




Tu
11/7

Copper Country

Larry Lankton, Cradle to Grave: Life, Work and
Death at the Lake Superior Copper Mines (NY:
Oxford, 1991), esp. ch. 9 and 10.

Erik Nordberg, “Company Houses Along the
Picket Line: A Photographic Essay on the
Michigan Copper Strike of 1913,” Mining History
Journal (1998): 63-75.

Tu
11/9

Worker housing

Margaret Crawford, Building the Workingman’s
Paradise: The Design of American Company
Towns (London: Verso, 1999), esp. Part .

Tu
11/14

More worker
housing

Thomas C. Hubka and Judith T. Kenny,
“Examining the American Dream: Housing
Standards and the Emergence of a National
Housing Culture, 1900-1930,” Perspectives in
Vernacular Architecture: The Journal of the
Vernacular Architecture Forum 13, No. 1 (2006):
49-69.

Lizabeth A. Cohen, “Embellishing a Life of Labor:

An Interpretation of the Material Culture of
American Working-Class Homes, 1885-1915,” in
Common Places: Readings in American
Vernacular Architecture, ed. Dell Upton and John
Michael Vlach (Athens: Univ. of Georgia, 1986),
261-278.

Alison K. Hoagland, “The Boardinghouse
Murders: Housing and American Ideals in
Michigan’s Copper Country in 1913,”
Perspectives in Vernacular Architecture: The
Journal of the Vernacular Architecture Forum 11
(Fall 2004): 1-18.

One article to be assigned from list

Tu
11/28

More worker
housing

Book to be assigned from list

Tu
12/5

Review of
progress

HABS
documentation
due

Tu
12/12

Pres. of
documentation

National
Register
nomination due
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